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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

T

he year 2019 has seen us make continued
important progress at Happy Retreat as
we build on the success of the past. The most
important progress has been the restoration of
the smokehouse and stone kitchen, which nears
completion as you are reading this. Thanks again
to Bob and Tia McMillan, of Shepherdstown, for
their commitment to making this work possible.
The big news for us is the Save America’s Treasure
Grant detailed in this issue. Many thanks to board
member Matt Ward for his skill and hard work
in helping us secure this award. This grant will
allow us to install a new energy-efficient HVAC
system and upgrade the electrical system. This is
a giant step forward in making the mansion fully
usable year-round. The current radiator system
works, but can be a bit noisy during concerts in
the parlors. The oil bill is a significant expense.
The only way to cool the house in the summer is
with window air conditioning units. The lack
of a modern, efficient HVAC system has been an
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obstacle in making the house available for events.
This will soon be remedied. Our challenge now
is to raise the $132,500 in matching funds we
need to fulfill the grant requirements.
In August, fellow board member Margie Fithian
and I traveled to Morgantown to have lunch with
Michael Ibrahim, Director of the School of Music
at West Virginia University. We explored ways in
which the School of Music could become involved
in programs at Happy Retreat. We are all excited
that as a result of our discussions, musicians from
the school will be performing at Happy Retreat
in a special program in April. We are working
out the details. Musicians from the school, both
students and faculty, will also be taking part in
the Charles Washington Chamber Music Society
concert series in the 2020/2021 season. We hope
that his is just the first step in involving WVU in
what we are doing at Happy Retreat. Stay tuned!
Walter Washington President
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AMERICORPS

W

e are pleased to welcome Stephanie Kimble,
our new AmeriCorps member. Stephanie
replaced Clifton Blount, whose term ended in
October. Stephanie is a registered dental hygienist
and hopes to obtain a Masters of nutritional
science. She is a current promotional model who
has been in the business for fourteen years.
Why did she want to become an AmeriCorps
member at Happy Retreat? “I have moved around
all over the northeast and I wanted to venture out
into a different field all while at the same time
making a difference in my community. I grew up
in Charles Town and am a Jefferson High School
alum, so it has become a passion of mine to assist
in the preservation of the historical sights we
have left in my hometown.
“I feel that historic preservation has the ability
to make our communities stronger and more

New AmeriCorps member
Stephanie Kimble.

economically
healthy.
Serving at a place like
Happy Retreat allows me
to use my promotional
modeling and marketing
background to market
Happy Retreat which will
provide options for our
community. I also hope
to make surrounding
counties aware of what
Happy Retreat can offer
so that it can help make
Charles Town a more
diverse community.”

We welcome Stephanie on board. Many thanks
to Clifton for all the work he did for us over the
last year!

SMOKEHOUSE/
STONE KITCHEN

E

xciting progress
has been made
on the restoration of
the smokehouse and
stone kitchen.
In
September, Tolbert
Masonry, Inc., took
down the collapsing The reconstructed east wall of
east wall and rebuilt it the stone kitchen.
on a solid foundation.
A large crack in the
south wall was knitted together with steel rods
and repointed. Other joints were cleaned and
repointed. Repointing of the smokehouse was
also completed and the original ventilation
holes in the north end of the smokehouse were
re-opened. Reframing of the joists and rafters
in both buildings is currently underway in
preparation for the new roof which we expect
to be installed in December. Restoration of the
doors and windows is in the hands of carpenter
extraordinaire Dave Kardok, who is also doing
the roof framing.
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The fully repointed smokehouse showing the restored
ventilation openings.

The repaired and repointed south wall of the stone kitchen.
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SAVE AMERICA’S TREASURE GRANT

O

n October 12, Randall Reid-Smith, Curator of
the West Virginia Division of Arts, Culture
and History, came to Happy Retreat to announce
that Friends of Happy Retreat had been awarded
a Save America’s Treasure Grant in the amount of
$132,500 by the National Park Service. The grant
will be used to install a geothermal HVAC system
at Happy Retreat and to upgrade the electrical
service. The grant must be matched by $137,000
in private donations.
The house currently has a hot water radiator
heating system. There is no central air
conditioning. In 2016, Friends of Happy Retreat
hired the engineering firm of Custom Design, Inc.
of Winchester, Virginia, to study alternatives for
a new HVAC system. Custom Design proposed
a geothermal system to both heat and cool the
house and submitted a design. The new system
will be able to use the existing piping system
which supplies the radiators. This will avoid
having to run duct work and vents throughout
the house. The radiators in each room will be
replaced by what is called a mini-split, which is
similar to a radiator but a bit smaller. Hot water
will circulate through the system to heat the
house in the winter and cold water will circulate
through the system to cool it in the summer.
The Save America’s Treasures program began
in 1999 with the initiative to restore the original

WEST VIRGINIA
LEGACY AWARD

Star Spangled Banner and, since then, $315+
million has been awarded to preserve nationally
significant historic buildings, arts and published
works including the Norman Rockwell Museum,
the Washington National Cathedral, the Renwick
Gallery, Ernest Hemingway’s papers at the
Kennedy Library in Boston, and many other
special places and historic works.
Locally,
Save America’s Treasures have helped with
the preservation of Charles Washington Hall in
downtown Charles Town, the Fisherman’s Hall
African American community center, and the
Claymont mansion.
Photo: Brian Christopher

Randall Reid-Smith, Curator of the Division of Arts, Culture and
History announces the Save America’s Treasure Award at Happy
Retreat on October 12.
Photo: Brian Christopher

O

n October 13, the day after announcing the
Save America’s Treasure grant at Happy
Retreat, Curator Randall Reid-Smith presented
Friends of Happy Retreat with the West Virginia
Division of Arts, Culture and History’s Legacy
Individual Resource Award. This award is given
each year to a site that “represents a significant
aspect of West Virginia’s history and plays a role
in the continuing understanding of that history.”
The award presentation was made at historic
Independence Hall in Wheeling, West Virginia,
where in 1861 the Wheeling Convention was held
to form the new state of West Virginia.
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(l to r) Curator Randall Reid-Smith, FOHR President
Walter Washington, fellow Honoree Betty Woods “Snookie”
Nutting, Susan Pierce, Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer, at the presentation of the Legacy Award to Friends of
Happy Retreat in Wheeling on October 13.
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Guests line up to sample craft beers at the Craft Beer & Music Festival
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CRAFT BEER & MUSIC FESTIVAL

O

Photo: Brian Christopher

The band Hard Swimming Fish performs at the Craft Beer &
Music Festival.
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ur fourth annual Craft Beer & Music Festival
was held on Saturday, September 7. Perfect
weather helped make the day a success. Guests
enjoyed over 100 beers from over 30 brewers.
The day was made special by the debut of Rippon
Brewery, the local brewery founded and owned
by Jesse and Adrian Morgan. We are grateful to
the support of our sponsors, City National Bank,
Bank of Charles Town, Walmart, The Spirit of
Jefferson and Kable Construction Company. We
are especially grateful for the special sponsorship
of Josh Vance and Abolitionist Ale Works of
Charles Town. As he has since the first year,
Josh lines up the great bands and breweries for
the festival. Our greatest thanks goes to the over
100 volunteers who stepped forward to make
the festival work -- pouring beer, taking tickets,
directing traffic, setting the festival up and
taking it down and many other tasks. Volunteers
are the backbone of the festival. Thank you all!
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Tina Bergmann on the
hammered dulcimer
and Bryan Thomas on
bass at the November
10 concert.
Photos: Brian Christopher

Flutist Kathie Stewart
and cellist Jaap ter
Linden perform at the
October 13 concert.

CHARLES WASHINGTON CHAMBER
MUSIC SOCIETY CONCERTS

T

wo wife and husband musical duos
performed in the parlors at Happy Retreat this
fall as part of the Charles Washington Chamber
Music Society concert series.
On October 13,
flutist Kathy Stewart, founding member of
Cleveland’s Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra, and
her husband, cellist Japp ter Linden, performed
a program of “Baroque Gems,” featuring works
by Bach, Telemann and other 18th Century
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composers.
On November 10, renowned
hammered dulcimer player Tina Bergmann and
her husband Bryan Thomas, a bassist, performed
a varied program of traditional Irish, American,
Mexican and other music. The performance
was made special because the dulcimer Ms.
Bergmann played was made by local craftsman
Nicholas Blanton, of Shepherdstown, who was in
attendance.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us for our

Christmas Open House
Christmas Open House

A Happy Christmas at Happy Retreat!

ChristmasThe
Open
House
Friends
of Happy Retreat invite you to a community holiday Open House at Happy Retreat on

Sunday, December 8th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Our third annual Happy Christmas at Happy
music and the Wright Denny Intermediate
Retreat Open
House
will
on
Sunday,
December
8,
School
choir
to serenade
us with
a program of
The Open House, which is free and open to the public,
will show
Happy
Retreat decorated
in period
from 2 p.m.
until
4 p.m.
The
house
will cookies,
again be
There
will beChristmas
apple cider and
holiday
nery
and will
feature
holiday
cider, holiday
and musicfavorites.
for all, including
a children’s
choral performance
fromperiod.
the Wright
Dennycookies.
Intermediate
School
Charles has
Town.
decorated with holiday
finery of the
We
This
Openin House
become a popular
will go toreturning
restoraƟon andcommunity
preservaƟon of
Happy Retreat.
are fortunate to have DonaƟ
Davidons
Bateman
tradition.
Admission is free.
– www.HappyRetreat.org
–
with his collection of dulcimers to play
seasonal

Photos: Brian Christopher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

(continued)

Charles Washington Chamber
Music Society
We are in the process of making final
arrangements for the upcoming months of
concerts. We expect to have a concert each month
from January through April. Please check our
website and Facebook page for announcements
of the performances.

A special thank you to Mark Kable of Kable
Construction for donating his company’s
services to excavate the foundation for
the east wall of the stone kitchen. And to
Chad Wolbert of W & W Construction for
donating the temporary roof cover on
the smokehouse and stone kitchen while
reconstruction was underway.

(l-r) FOHR President Walter Washington
and Mark Kable of Kable Construction on
site at the stone kitchen.

Volunteers Needed!
As you can see, we have a lot going on at Happy Retreat. We are in constant need of volunteers
both to help at our events and to serve as docents in the house. If you are interested, please return
the form on the back page indicating your interest, or call us at (304) 724-7956, or email us at
volunteer@happyretreat.org. Volunteers are crucial to the success of everything we do at
Happy Retreat. Please consider becoming part of our volunteer team. Thank you!

BOARD of DIRECTORS

Walter Washington
President
J. Randolph Hilton
Vice- President

Richard Seckinger
Treasurer
Kenneth A. Miller
and Michele Miller
Secretary
Marjorie Gaestel
Historian/Archivist

Nancy Bateman
Margie Fithian
William Jackson
William Senseney
Robin Huyett Thomas
Michael Tolbert
Matt Ward

T

he name “Rising Sun” is taken from the Rising Sun Tavern in Fredericksburg,
Virginia. The tavern is located in the house built by Charles Washington in
1760 and where he lived before he moved to Happy Retreat. The house became a
tavern in 1792. It is now owned and operated by the Washington History Museums.
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Please join us for our

Christmas Open House

Saturday, December 8, 2 pm – 4 pm

Please visit our website
W W W. H A PPY RETREAT. O RG

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT the RESTORATION of HAPPY RETREAT
Name
Address

City					 State

Zip Code

Email
Here is My Donation: o$100 o$50 o$25 Other
oYes, I would like to volunteer to help Friends of Happy Retreat
Mail Check Payable to: Friends of Happy Retreat, P.O. Box 1427, Charles Town, WV 25414
(Friends of Happy Retreat is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

