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O ver the past year, we have been exploring 
ways to leverage historic preservation tax 

credits to finance the remaining restoration of 
Happy Retreat.  In a nutshell, combined Federal 
and West Virginia state historic preservation tax 
credits can recover up to 45% of the cost of the 
restoration of a historic property, so that for every 
$100,000 spent, $45,000 can be recovered through 
tax credits.  Since Friends of Happy Retreat is a 
non-profit corporation and does not pay taxes, we 
cannot avail ourselves of these credits directly.  
But we can “sell” them to private investors.  A 
recent example was the City of Charles Town’s 
restoration of Charles Washington Hall.   The 
City recouped $850,000 of the cost of that project 
through the sale of the historic preservation tax 
credits earned on the restoration of that building.  

We have hired the same firm that the City of 
Charles Town used for Charles Washington Hall 
to put together a plan that will allow us to sell 
the historic preservation tax credits available for 
the full restoration of Happy Retreat.  In addition 

to completing the restoration of the house, the 
plan will include a larger strategic plan for the 
use of the entire property, including landscaping, 
lighting, traffic flow and how to integrate the 2.3 
acres owned by Friends of Happy Retreat into 
the surrounding 10 acres of land owned by the 
City of Charles Town.  We are grateful to several 
donors who have offered to underwrite the cost 
of preparing this plan.    

We have made great progress on the restoration 
of Happy Retreat over the past five years thanks 
to the contributions of many generous donors.   
We believe this plan will allow us not only to 
complete the physical restoration of the house, 
but develop the entire property to its potential as 
a center for history and culture for all to enjoy.   
We look forward to sharing this planning with 
you in 2021!

Happy Holidays to all!

Walter Washington President

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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R estoration work at Happy Retreat continues 
despite the shutdown caused by the 

pandemic.  Over the summer, the restoration of 
the exteriors of the smokehouse/stone kitchen was 
completed with the painting of all of the exterior 
trim.  Board members Bill Senseney and Chet 
Hines removed the 20th century brick and stone 

floor in the kitchen.   Under the supervision of Dr. 
Chuck Hulse, we will be doing some very limited 
archaeological work on the exposed dirt floor 
before laying a new, single course brick floor.   

Many thanks to board members Bill Senseney, 
Bill Jackson and Chet Hines for the work they have 
put into this project, and to Bob and Tia McMillan 
for making the entire restoration possible. 

Work on the “Show Room” – the rear room in the 
west wing – has gotten underway.  The restoration 
of this room has been made possible by a grant 
from the National Association Daughters of 
the American Revolution through the Bee Line 
Chapter.  When complete, this room will become 

an exhibit space.  During the restoration of the 
smokehouse we made an exciting discovery 
-- several sections of an old chair rail had been 
stored on top of the rafters of the smokehouse.  
They appear to be original to the house and could 
have been removed from the Show Room during 

The completed exterior restoration of the rear of the 
stone kitchen.   The deteriorating rear stone wall was 

completely rebuilt.

Two views of the completed exterior restoration of the front of 
the smokehouse/stone kitchen.

The cornice molding 
under the front eave 
of the smokehouse 
was reproduced.

RESTORATION UPDATE
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the 20th Century renovations made to Happy 
Retreat.  These original pieces will be incorporated 
into the restoration of the room.  Nailing blocks in 
the east and west walls of the room indicate the 
location of the original chair rails. 

The rear room of the east wing will become a 
staging kitchen for caterers to use for events at 
Happy Retreat.  We recently acquired a three-
compartment commercial grade sink.  Last year, 
Marcia Flanigan donated a commercial sized 
double-door refrigerator, a stainless-steel work 
table and a tray caddy from her business, The Best 
Cookie. Our goal is to have this space serviceable 
by the time the pandemic ends so that the pent-
up demand for weddings and other events can be 
accommodated.

W e received a grant last year for the purpose 
of researching the African-American 

history of Happy Retreat.  We have photographs of 
a stone building that was the enslaved quarters, 
probably dating to the 1830s.  It was located behind 
the smoke house and stone kitchen.  It was torn 
down in the 1940s.  We want to find out who may 
have lived in that building and elsewhere on the 
property as members of the enslaved community 
and recognize their role in the history of Happy 
Retreat. 

We hired Jane Ailes, a professional genealogist 
and research consultant, to conduct the research.   
The first phase of her research covered the period 
from 1747, the year Charles Washington was 
allotted the land on which he later built Happy 
Retreat from the estate of his brother Lawrence, 
through 1837, the year Happy Retreat was sold 
by G. W. Hammond to Judge Isaac Douglass.    
Her research turned up a treasure trove of 
information which would be impossible to cover 
in a single issue of this newsletter.  This will be a 
first installment.

The rear of the enslaved dwelling, which was built into a hill so 
that the front was only one story while the back was two stories.

The chimney of the stone kitchen was 
stabilized and repointed. 

RESEARCHING THE ENSLAVED COMMUNITY AT 
HAPPY RETREAT

The front of the enslaved dwelling, located behind the smoke-
house/stone kitchen,  This picture was taken in the 1940s
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A part from those he may have acquired 
directly, the first evidence of enslaved 

people owned by Charles Washington comes from 
the records of the estate of his brother Lawrence 
Washington and of Lawrence’s daughter and 
widow.  Lawrence died in 1752.  His young 
daughter Sarah was his only heir.  She died shortly 
after her father.   Lawrence’s widow Anne, who 
had remarried, died in 1761.   The share of Sarah‘s 
slaves allotted to Charles included the following: 
Ned, Scipio, Nell, Bella, Aaron, Sando and Dicer.   
From the estate of Anne, Charles received two 
slaves, named Dublin and Grace.  It is not known 
whether any of these were among those who 
moved to Happy Retreat with Charles in the early 
1780s.  Nor do we know whether they were related 
to those whose names appear in later records. 

We do know the names of those in the enslaved 
community at Happy Retreat in the last years 
of Charles Washington’s life.  In 1796 Charles 
and Mildred sold to their son Samuel one half 
of the 800-acre Happy Retreat estate.   Samuel 
also leased from his parents the remaining one-
half of the estate.  Included in the lease were 
the enslaved named Jenny and her children 
and Nancy and her children.  Later that year, 
Charles and Mildred also sold to Samuel all of 
their remaining lots in the town of Charles Town 

along with 9 enslaved people.  Their names were 
George, Frank, “Old Will,” John, Bob, Suckey, 
Milley, Charlotte and her children and “Negro 
Dick.”   Charles died in 1799.  In his will he left to 
his wife Mildred two slaves, Will and Nancy “to be 
disposed of as she thinks proper.”  He also left to 
Mildred the slaves Fortune, Manuel and Winney 
for Mildred’s lifetime.  Upon her death, they were 
to become the property of Samuel.  The Berkeley 
county personal property taxes for 1799 show 
that Samuel owned one slave between the ages of 
12 and 16 and 3 slaves over age 16.   Samuel sold 
Happy Retreat to Thomas Hammond and his wife 
Mildred, Samuel’s sister, in 1800.   Samuel and his 
family moved to Spotsylvania County, Virginia, 
probably taking with them all of the slaves they 
owned.  The 1800 Spotsylvania personal property 
tax list show Samuel owning four slaves between 
the ages of 12 and 16 and ten slaves over age 
16.    It is believed that Charles’s widow Mildred 
remained at Happy Retreat with her daughter 
and son-in-law until her death in 1804.  

This research marks an important first step in 
recognizing the role of the enslaved community 
in the history of Happy Retreat. 

RESEARCH ON THE ENSLAVED COMMUNITY 
DURING THE CHARLES WASHINGTON 
FAMILY ERA, 1747-1800

HISTORY AT IT’S BEST FROM INSIDE
HAPPY RETREAT, by Marjorie Gaestel

S ome Washington ancestry history has found 
its way to Happy Retreat. Thanks to Board 

Member Kenn Miller’s family, Friends of Happy 
Retreat received a very special piece of history. A 
donation of an item that belonged to Charles and 
Mildred’s descendants. It’s a sewing machine that 
belonged to the family of Francis A. Washington, 
Jr. and his wife Lucy Joanna Walters Washington. 
Francis is descended from Charles’ son Samuel 
Washington and wife Doretha.  Francis and his 
family lived in Putnam County, West Virginia as 
a result of Samuel’s relocating to that area in 1817.  

The sewing machine is a Damascus Vibrating 
Shuttle machine and was new to most late 19th 
Century households. It was made by the National 

Sewing Machine Company in Belvidere, Illinois. 
The National Sewing Machine Company sold the 
Damascus to Montgomery Ward. This machine 
has had a long history and is still a desired 
collectable.  Thanks to the Miller family for this 
piece of history. 

The Damascus Vibrating Shuttle sewing machine 
donated by the Miller family.
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I n 1921, C.M. and J.F. Conklyn, who had 
bought Happy Retreat the year before, 

sold off roughly 85 acres of the property 
to Thornton T. Perry.  In 1928, Perry asked 
surveyor D. J. Howell to draw up this 
plan for a 9-hole golf course.  For reasons 
unknown, the golf course was never built.  
In this plan, the current 12.3 acre Happy 
Retreat property is shown as the shaded 
square titled "not owned."  Weiricks Row 

can be seen faintly at the bottom left. 
The 9th hole is the current location of the 
Jefferson County Board of Education. The 
remaining 85 acres has been turned into 
residential development over the years, 
including Craighill Estates to the east.   We 
are indebted to retired engineer, surveyor, 
developer and County Commissioner Al 
Hooper who found the plan among his 
papers and provided us this copy. 

HAPPY RETREAT GOLF COURSE?
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T he past several years we have held a 
Christmas Open House at Happy Retreat.   

Under the leadership of board member Robin 
Huyett Thomas, the house has been beautifully 
decorated with holiday finery.  Apple cider, 
cookies and seasonal music have combined to 
create a festive event which has brought hundreds 
of visitors each year.  This year the pandemic 
prevents us from holding an indoor event.  

Instead, working with the City of Charles Town, 
Downtown Charles Town and the City of Ranson, 
we are creating an outdoor Festival of Lights.  The 
beautiful holly tree in the center of the driveway 
circle and eight small dogwood trees in front of 
and along either side of the house will be decorated 
with sparkling LED lights.  The lights for the holly 
tree are being given in honor of R.J. Funkhouser 
by the Fithian family.  R.J. Funkhouser was the 
grandfather of Dr. Taylor Fithian, who with his 
wife Margie, made the acquisition of Happy 
Retreat possible.  The smaller trees are being 

decorated by the following local organizations 
and businesses:  Dandridge Realty, Sierra Pacific 
Mortgage, Charles Town Rotary, Atoka Properties, 
Jefferson County Parks and Recreation, Jefferson 
Arts Council, Citizens National Bank and South 
Charles Town Neighbors.  The front door and 
the windows will be festooned with seasonal 
greens and the front façade of the house will be 
illuminated with floodlights donated by Marty 
Kable. 

The Festival of Lights will be on from December 
5 through the New Year.  Please drive or walk 
by to enjoy the brilliant display.    Thank you 
to all who have worked to make this happen.  A 
special thanks goes to Citizens Fire Company for 
bringing their ladder truck over to put the lights 
on the holly tree.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  

Members of Charles Town’s  Citizens Fire Company string lights 
on the holly tree for the Festival of Lights.

Christmas decorations from the 
2019 Christmas Open House at Happy Retreat
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Robin Huyett Thomas
Michael Tolbert
Matt Ward

T he name “Rising Sun” is taken from the Rising Sun Tavern in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. The tavern is located in the house built by Charles Washington in 

1760 and where he lived before he moved to Happy Retreat. The house became a 
tavern in 1792. It is now owned and operated by the Washington History Museums.

Volunteers Needed!
The pandemic has sharply curtailed our activities at Happy Retreat through the end of the 
year.  We look forward to plans for next year. We are in constant need of volunteers both to 
help at our events and to serve as docents in the house. If you are interested, please return 
the form on the back page indicating your interest, or call us at  (304) 724-7956, or email us at 
volunteer@happyretreat.org. Volunteers are crucial to the success of everything we do at 
Happy Retreat. Please consider becoming part of our volunteer team. Thank you!

It is impossible to predict when life will return to 
normal.  We had to cancel all of our live events at 
Happy Retreat for 2020, including our gala planned 
to celebrate the combined 240th anniversary of 
Happy Retreat, 250th anniversary of Harewood, the 
home of Charles’s brother Samuel Washington, and 
220th anniversary of Claymont, the home built by 
their great nephew.  If conditions permit, we will re-
schedule that gala sometime over the summer.  We 
hope also to hold our Craft Beer & Music Festival in 
the fall.  We will hopefully know more by the time of 
our March newsletter.

Our web designer, Paul Maxey, has recently 
completely overhauled our website.  Please visit 
the site at www.happyretreat.org to check it out.  
We have lots of new pictures and accounts of the 
history of Happy Retreat for you to enjoy.  Also, 
please watch our Facebook page for updates on 
events and other goings-on at Happy Retreat. 

FUTURE EVENTS

NEW WEBSITE
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Here is My Donation: o$100 o$50 o$25 Other 
	 	 	 	oYes, I would like to volunteer to help Friends of Happy Retreat

Mail Check Payable to: Friends of Happy Retreat, P.O. Box 1427, Charles Town, WV 25414 
(Friends of Happy Retreat is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT the RESTORATION of HAPPY RETREAT

Please visit our website
WWW.HAPPYRETREAT.ORG

F R I E N D S  o f  H A P P Y R E T R E A T

from
HAPPY RETREAT

Happy Holidays


