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F riends of Happy Retreat, like the rest of 
the world, is gradually emerging from the 

pandemic. Although we were not able to hold 
events over the past year, work on restoration 
and planning continued.   As reported in out last 
newsletter, we have hired the firm of Landmarks, 
SGA, to develop a comprehensive plan to complete 
our restoration of Happy Retreat and for the 
overall use of the property.  We have held several 
meetings with Landmarks since December, both 
in person and virtually.  In April, we met with 
representatives of the City of Charles Town and 
the West Virginia Fire Marshal’s office.   Once the 
comprehensive plan is completed, we will use it 
to leverage historic preservation tax credits to 
raise the funds we need to complete our work.

Two new upcoming projects in the planning stage 
are an herb garden and a Monarch butterfly 
garden.  The Bee Line Chapter of The Daughters 
of the American Revolution will be presenting a 
plan to us for the herb garden.  We are working 
with the Potomac Valley Audubon Society on the 
butterfly garden for 2022.  We look forward to 

working with both organizations on these new 
gardening projects at Happy Retreat

We want to bring music back to Happy Retreat in 
2021.  We were excited to be contacted earlier this 
year by the Appalachian Chamber Music Festival 
which asked to use Happy Retreat as one of the 
venues for its performances in August.  More of 
the details are outlined in this newsletter.  Plans 
to bring musicians from the University of West 
Virginia Music Department to Happy Retreat last 
summer were interrupted by the pandemic.  We 
look forward to getting back on track with those 
plans as well as the regular concerts of the Charles 
Washington Chamber Music Society.    

Regrettably, we will not be holding our Craft Beer 
& Music Festival this year.  Due to the uncertainties 
of Covid, we were not able to start planning for the 
event in the time it takes to organize a successful 
event.  We will be back in 2022!

Walter Washington President

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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Show Room

R estoration of the “Show Room,” the rear 
room of the west wing, is well underway, 

thanks to a grant from The Daughters of the 
American Revolution, through its local Bee Line 
Chapter.  This room was converted into a modern 
kitchen as part of the renovations to Happy 
Retreat made by Robert and Elizabeth McCabe in 
the 1950s.   We have the original color sample for 
the “Canary Yellow” paint chosen by the McCabes 
for the cabinets and walls.  Later, a screen porch 
was built along the west side of the house and 
the window in the west wall of the kitchen was 
enlarged to provide a doorway to that porch.   
Soon after we acquired Happy Retreat, the screen 
porch was removed and the kitchen interior was 
stripped down to the original brick walls.

Original nailing blocks in the east and west walls 
indicate there were chair rails and baseboards 
along those walls.  We are replicating those 
based on sections of original chair rail which had 
been removed during the 1950s’s renovations 
and stored in the smokehouse, where we found 
them.   The window in the east wall is original.  
Using that window as a template, a reproduction 
window is now installed in the west wall, where 
the original window was.   We now await the 
walls to be plastered and a new floor laid. 

The Historic Structures Report (HSR) completed in 
2017 by Maral Kalbian and Dennis Pogue (a copy 
of which is available on our website) suggested 
that this room had been used as a storage or show 
room for commercial wares.  We are calling it the 
Show Room.  It will be used as a display space for 
historical artifacts and exhibits.  

Stone Kitchen

D r. Chuck Hulse of Shepherd University 
completed his limited archaeological 

exploration of the exposed dirt floor of the stone 
kitchen in January.  We are now working on laying 
a new brick floor and doing interior painting.  
Once those tasks are completed, the restoration of 
that building will be complete.

Exterior of the replacement window in the
west wall of the Show Room.

Interior of the replacement window which is an exact
reproduction of the original window in the opposite wall.

Also shown are the chair rails.

RESTORATION UPDATE
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A s detailed in previous issues of our 
newsletter, Charles and Mildred Washington 

were forced by poverty and ill health to deed their 
interest in Happy Retreat, consisting of the house, 
outbuildings and about 800 acres, to their son 
Samuel by two deeds, one in 1796 and the second 
in 1798.   Charles died in 1799.  In 1800, Samuel 
sold the house and about 180 accompanying acres 
to his brother-in-law Thomas Hammond, who 
had married Samuel’s sister Mildred Gregory 
Washington.  

The research provided 
to us by Jane Ailes tells 
us that Hammond was 
born in Ireland in 1769 
and was sent from 
there to Baltimore in 
1784, at age 15, under 
the guardianship of an 
older brother already 
living in that city.  
After serving six years 
as an apprentice to a 
merchant in Baltimore, 
Hammond moved to 
Charlestown in 1790, 
where another brother 

was living, and, at age 21, went into business 
for himself as a merchant.   He bought his first 
property in Charlestown in 1792 and that same 
year married Mary Lewis “Polly” Tabscott.  
Hamond was appointed captain of a Berkeley 
County militia company in 1793. His marriage 
to Polly Tabscott lasted only two years until her 
death in 1794.  

Thomas Hammond married Mildred Gregory 
Washington, the daughter of Charles and 
Mildred, in 1797.  Charles’s widow Mildred stayed 
on at Happy Retreat after his death until she died 
sometime in 1803 or 1804.   The Hammonds, 
meanwhile, lived in a house in Charles Town.  It is 
unknown whether they moved to Happy Retreat 
while Mildred Washington was still living there.    
Their marriage was filled with tragedy.  Their 
first-born child, a son, lived only a few months.  
A second son lived less than a year. Then Mildred 
Hammond herself died on December 8, 1804, 
perhaps due to complications from the birth of her 
third son just four days earlier.  He also died four 

months later.   Mildred Hammond and her three 
children with Thomas may have been buried in 
the family burial ground at Happy Retreat. 

Thomas Hammond, then living at Happy Retreat, 
took as his third wife Ann (or Nancy) Newton 
Collins in 1807.    The tragedies of his marriage 
to Mildred Washington seemed only amplified 
in his marriage to Nancy Collins.  Of their seven 
children, only two lived past the age of 21, a son 
George Washington Hammond and a daughter 

Nancy (or Ann) Jackson 
Hammond.  The two 
youngest sons, John 
age five, and Thomas, 
age four, died within 
days of each other in 
1820 after eating the 
poisonous root of a 
pokeweed plant.  Their 
grief-stricken father 
Thomas Hammond 
collapsed and died a 
few weeks later while 
walking home from 
church.   His widow 

Ann Hammond remained at Happy Retreat until 
her death in 1835.  Thomas Hammond, his wife 
Ann and four of their children who did not live 
into adulthood are buried in the Zion Episcopal 
Church Graveyard in Charles Town.   The fifth, 
who died an infant in 1810, may have been buried 
in the family burial ground at Happy Retreat.

George Washington Hammond, Nancy’s only 
surviving son, first placed an ad for the sale of 
Happy Retreat in the local newspaper, Virginia 
Free Press, in 1834.  He married Sarah Ann Milton 
Taylor in 1836 and their first child, Mary Mildred 
Hammond, was born at Happy Retreat.  George 
Washington Hammond sold Happy Retreat to 
Judge Isaac R. Douglass in 1837.

THE OWNERSHIP OF HAPPY RETREAT BY THE 
HAMMOND FAMILY, 1800 – 1837

Mildred Gregory Washington
Courtesy of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society

George Washington 
Hammond

Silhouettes of Mildred Gregory Washington and
Thomas Hammond at the time of their marriage in 1798.

Courtesy of Handley Archives
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I n doing her research, Jane Ailes discovered 
that a collection of Hammond family archives 

had been donated to the Handley Archives in 
Winchester, Virginia.  These archives included 
a family Bible belonging first to Christopher 
Collins, the father of Thomas Hammond’s third 
wife, Ann Newton Collins, and then by Ann and 
Thomas Hammond.  It was a common practice 
for slaveowners to record the dates of births and 
deaths of those they enslaved for property tax 
purposes.  The Collins/Hammond Bible contained 
such a list.  The Bible of George W. Hammond also 
contains such a list.  These are primary sources 
for identifying the enslaved community at Happy 
Retreat during the Hammonds’ ownership. 

The first enslaved person associated with Happy 
Retreat to be identified in the Collins/Hammond 
Bible is Patty Webster, whose date of death is 
noted as October 18, 1809.  She had two children, 
Fanny Webster and Thomas.    Both Patty and her 
daughter Fanny appear in the Bible listings with 
the last name Webster.  The rest of the family is 
shown only by first name.  Fanny Webster had 
six children:  Daniel, Nancy, Patsy, Katty, Robert 
and William Henry.  The daughter Patsy had a 
daughter named Fanny, after her grandmother.   
Fanny had twins born in 1859, whose names are 
not recorded.    This record shows four generations 
of the same family enslaved by the Hammond 
family at Happy Retreat. 

Thomas Hammond’s third wife, Ann Newton 
Collins, inherited enslaved people from her 
father, Christopher Collins, who died in 1808, 
the year after her marriage to Thomas.  They 

included a five year old girl named Louisa, and 
two adults, Elisha and Jenny.  Elisha and Jenny 
had two children, Sarah (or Sally) and Mima.  
Jenny also gave birth to a daughter named Mary.  
Mima had four children, Sary Larue, Moses, Ellen 
and Elizabeth.   In addition to these, the names of 
two other enslaved people appear in the Collins/
Hammond Bible, Sallly Baly, who had a daughter 
named Susanah, and Eliza, who had a daughter 
named Margaret Ann.  

When Ann N. Hammond died in 1835, her estate, 
including those enslaved, was divided between 
her daughter, Ann Jackson Hammond and her son 
George Washington Hammond, both of whom 
married shortly after their mother’s death.  

George Washington Hammond’s Bible contains 
a list of the 16 enslaved he received from his 
father’s estate after the death of his mother.  This 
list includes children not previously noted in the 
Collins/Hammond family Bible.  As listed, they 
are:  Mima (daughter of Jenny & Elisha); Daniel 
(son of Fanny Webster); David (son of Jenny & 
Elisha); Moses (son of Mima); Becky; William 
(probably son of Fanny Webster); Elizabeth 
(daughter of Mima); Hannah; Thomas; Catherine 
(daughter of Louisa); Charley (purchased in 1839 
at age seven); Patsy (daughter of Fanny Webster); 
Fanny (daughter of Patsy); Benjamin (son of 
Mima); Hannah and her daughter Alay.    When 
George Washington Hammond died in Baltimore 
in 1859, the names of the five enslaved included 
in the inventory of his estate were “Ben, Fanny & 
two children, Mima (old and infirm).”

THE ENSLAVED COMMUNITY DURING THE 
HAMMOND OWNERSHIP OF HAPPY RETREAT

In 1901, one of George W. Hammond’s daughters, Margaret M. 
Hammond, wrote an account of the history of the Hammond family 
titled “Facts and Remembrances.”  In that history, she recalls a 
nursemaid named Patsy who “was the daughter of ‘Fanny’ – Mary 
Tapscott Hammond’s maid, who after her mistress’s death was 
bought by my grandfather [Thomas Hammond] – and became the 
valued and confidential nurse to his children – passing on her 
excellent qualities to her children, who became the nurses of the 
second and third generations of this branch of the Hammonds.”   
This picture is of Patsy holding George Washington Hammond’s 
daughter Florinda.
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HISTORY AT IT’S BEST FROM INSIDE
HAPPY RETREAT, by Marjorie Gaestel

T hose that know me know that one of my 
favorite Happy Retreat subjects is the portrait 

of the lovely Frances Bassett Washington that 
hangs in one of our front parlors.

Frances was married to George Augustine 
Washington, son of our Charles and Mildred.  Sadly, 
neither George nor Frances had exceptionally 
long lives. They both died early of tuberculous. 
However, I did find something that made me feel 
close to Frances and that is a letter that she wrote 
to her aunt, First Lady Martha Washington, 
after the loss of her husband George Augustine. 
She expressed her plans to visit Happy Retreat. 
The will of George Augustine mentions property 
that he owned in then what was then Berkeley 
County, now Jefferson County. This property was 
left to the children of George and Frances. It was  
occupied by tenants and needed to be checked 
on. In the letter Frances also mentions being able 
to visit Charles and Mildred and the children 
would be able to visit with their “Grandpapa 
and Grandmama”. When I read this, I thought 
how lucky I was to be able to learn something so 
personal from Frances.  

I hope you enjoy this little excerpt from that 
letter as much as I did. The original letter dated 
March 1793 is partially mutilated and it is 
lengthy. This letter and others written by Frances 
can be viewed in their entirety at our website 
www.happytretreat.org.  Please watch our future 
Rising Sun newsletters for more on George 
Augustine and Frances Bassett Washington.

Excerpt from a letter written by Frances Bassett Washington to her Aunt Martha Washington dated 
March 1793 from Hanover, Virginia the home of Frances’ brother John Bassett. Harriet Washington, born 
at Harewood, was the daughter of Samuel Washington and a companion to Frances.

— I am very desirous of carrying my children to visit their Grandpapa & Grandmama in Berkely 
[sic], but thought of deferring it untill [sic] the latter end of the summer. This however woud [sic] 
interfere with my staying with you, all the time you continued at [illegible]oud very unwillingly 
give up—& [altho it] is not agreable [sic] to me to change my pla[ns] so frequently, I will, if you 
think thare [mutilated] impropriety in it, go up to Berkely [sic] after the President leaves Mount 
Vernon, & spend a part of the time untill [sic] you come home— the President will not I hope 
think it a mater[ial] circumstance, for me to take Harriet Washing[ton] up with me, if I go to 
Berkely [sic], it will be shortly after he leaves Mount Vernon, & I [illegible] wish if agreeable to 
him to send for her when I return there, it is the first wish [in] my heart my dear Aunt, to act 
with yours & the Presidents approbation . . .

Frances Bassett Washington, wife of George Augustine 
Washington and niece of Martha Washington
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies Association

Letter From Frances Bassett Washington to Martha Washington
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In 1812, Thomas Hammond’s title to Happy Retreat was challenged by the Jefferson County Escheator 
(a government post that no longer exists) on the grounds that, born in Ireland, he was not a United 
States Citizen and, therefore, could not own land.  Hammond successfully appealed his case to the 
Virginia General Assembly. Here is his petition:

To the Honourable the Genl. Assembly of Virginia-

This petition of Thomas Hammond respectfully 
submits that about the year 1784 your Petitioner 
being then about the age of fifteen years was 
sent from Ireland by his father in the care & 
guardianship of his Brother who there resided in 
the City of Baltimore; that his said Brother bound 
him in an apprenticeship to John McHenry & Co. 
then merchants of Balt; with whom he lived for as 
many as five years -  That after serving this said 
apprenticeship your Petitioner then removed to 
Charlestown Virginia in the County of Jefferson 
where & in the vicinity of which he hath resided 
ever since; that about fourteen years ago he 
purchased a considerable landed estate in the 
said County adjoining the said Town on which 
he now resides . . .  Your petitioner states that at 
the time of making said purchase he considered 
himself an American citizen and entitled to all the 
privileges attached to that condition; a character 
to which he has always proudly aspired, that he 
hath retained peaceable possession of his said 
property at all times since never in the slightest 
degree doubting the validity of his Title; that in 
that year 1793 he was appointed to the command 
of a company of militia in the County of Berkeley, 
that he accepted said appointment taking the oath 
provided by Law upon his said acceptance . . . That 
your petitioner hath always heretofore supposed 
that his long residence in the County & his having 
taken the oath above mentioned were all that was 
necessary to establish his right of citizenship

Your Petitioner states that notwithstanding the 
foregoing circumstances, Cyrus Saunders, the 
Escheator for the said County of Jefferson hath 
given him notice that he will immediately institute 
proceedings for the purpose of escheating your 
Petitioner’s real estate in the said County to the 
use of the County.

Your petitioner therefore prays that your Honourable body will pass a law by which the right of the 
said County to your Petitioner’s real estate may be released to him . . . 

Thomas Hammond

December 9th 1812

THOMAS HAMMOND’S PETITION TO THE 
VIRGINIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Original Petition of Thomas Hammond
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BOARD of DIRECTORS

Walter Washington
President

J. Randolph Hilton
Vice- President

Richard Seckinger
Treasurer

Marjorie Gaestel
Historian/Archivist

Chris Cox
Margie Fithian
Georgia Gessler
Chet Hines
William Jackson 
Kenn Miller
William Senseney
Robin Huyett Thomas
Michael Tolbert
Matt Ward

T he name “Rising Sun” is taken from the Rising Sun Tavern in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. The tavern is located in the house built by Charles Washington in 

1760 and where he lived before he moved to Happy Retreat. The house became a 
tavern in 1792. It is now owned and operated by the Washington History Museums.

Volunteers Needed!
The pandemic has sharply curtailed our activities at Happy Retreat through the end of the 
year.  We look forward to plans for next year. We are in constant need of volunteers both to 
help at our events and to serve as docents in the house. If you are interested, please return 
the form on the back page indicating your interest, or call us at  (304) 724-7956, or email us at 
volunteer@happyretreat.org. Volunteers are crucial to the success of everything we do at 
Happy Retreat. Please consider becoming part of our volunteer team. Thank you!

The Appalachian Chamber Music Festival has chosen Happy Retreat as 
one of the venues to host performances and classes in August.   The Festival, 
which seeks to meld “world-class chamber music performances with the 
rich and inspiring history, nature and culture of Harpers Ferry, Charles 
Town, Jefferson County and surrounding areas,” will also be holding 
concerts in Harpers Ferry, Shepherdstown and at the Barns at Rose Hill 
in Berryville, Virginia, from August 18 – 22.   Master classes will be held 
at Happy Retreat on Wednesday, August 18 and an outdoor concert will 
take place on the rear lawn on Sunday, August 22. We will post details 
of the Festival on our website and our Facebook page as they become 
final.  More information is also available on the Festival’s website at 
www.appalachianchamber.org.   Tickets are now on sale on their website.

Long term member Nancy Bateman stepped 
down from the Board at the end of last year.  We 
are indebted to Nancy for her years of dedicated 
service not only on the Board, but as a volunteer 
at nearly all of our events.  We look forward to 
keeping her involved as a volunteer in the future.

We are pleased to welcome two new Board 
members, Georgia Gessler and Chris Cox, both 
from Charles Town.  Georgia retired in 2018 from 
serving as the Parish Administrator/Secretary 
for the historic Zion Episcopal Church in Charles 
Town.  Chris, a U.S. Army veteran, is a lawyer and 
associate real estate broker. We look forward to 
the energy and ideas they bring to Happy Retreat. 

APPALACHIAN 
CHAMBER 

MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

BOARD of DIRECTORS
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Here is My Donation: o$100 o$50 o$25 Other 
	 	 	 	oYes, I would like to volunteer to help Friends of Happy Retreat

Mail Check Payable to: Friends of Happy Retreat, P.O. Box 1427, Charles Town, WV 25414 
(Friends of Happy Retreat is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT the RESTORATION of HAPPY RETREAT

Please visit our website
WWW.HAPPYRETREAT.ORG
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APPALACHIAN 
CHAMBER MUSIC 
FESTIVAL
August 18-22


