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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

I

n March of this year, I received a phone call
from Katie Tertell, who told me she was
calling from Ireland. She is a cellist and said
she was organizing the first ever Appalachian
Chamber Music Festival. She asked if Happy
Retreat would be interested in being a venue
for some of their events. Given our pre-Covid
success with the Charles Washington Chamber
Music Society concerts, I was immediately
interested. She explained that she grew up in
nearby McLean, Virginia, and always loved
visiting Harpers Ferry and this area. This had
given her the idea of creating a chamber music
festival that would meld “world-class chamber
music performances, collaboration and outreach,
with the rich and inspiring history, nature and
culture of Harpers Ferry, Charles Town, Jefferson
County and surrounding areas,” as described on
the Festival’s website.
During the third week of August, performances
took place in Charles Town, Shepherdstown,
and Harpers Ferry as well as in Berryville and
Purcellville, Virgina. The Festival opened with
master classes at Happy Retreat and closed with a
finale concert on our back lawn.
Eight top flight musicians from around the
world performed classical works by Beethoven,
Grieg, Janacek and Dvorak as well as music
by contemporary composers, including two
commissioned specially for the Festival.
Composer Steven Snowden conducted two of his
works. Thanks to our resident tech guru Neal
Nilsen, several of the Festival performances
are available on the Appalachian Chamber
Music Festival YouTube channel, where you can
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enjoy them today – including two of the pieces
performed at Happy Retreat.
I am pleased to say that plans are already
underway for next year’s Festival. Given the
quality of the musicians involved and the vision
of Katie Tertell, I predict over time it will become a
signature event for chamber music performances.
We look forward to our future collaboration.
The timing of the Festival was fortuitous. The
fall COVID-19 spike had not yet materialized and
people felt comfortable attending performances.
However, by September, with numbers rising,
other events had to be postponed. The Harpers
Ferry Historical Society held its 50th anniversary
picnic as scheduled, but the Jefferson County
Historical Society’s annual picnic was cancelled.
No further events are scheduled this year except
for a repeat of the lighting of outdoor Christmas
trees that was so popular last year.
We look forward to returning to a regular
schedule next year.
In the meantime, our work with Landmarks
SGA to develop a master plan for the house and
the entire 12-acre property is moving forward.
We will have details to share in our December
newsletter. A gorgeous aerial drone video of the
house and grounds done by Landmarks SGA now
graces the home page of our website. It was taken
in spring when the trees were just starting to bud.
Please enjoy is at www.happyretreat.org.
Walter Washington President
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RESTORATION UPDATE
Show Room

G

reat progress has been made on the
restoration of the Show Room. As reported
in the May issue, a window which exactly
replicates the original window in the east wall
has been installed in the west wall, replacing a
20th Century door which led to a modern screen
porch. Local carpenter John Restaino crafted a
reproduction door based on other 18th Century
doors on the property which he donated to Happy
Retreat to replace the modern exterior door in
the south wall. Specially milled chair rails have
been installed which match original chair rails
elsewhere in the house. A yellow pine floor has
been laid.

The door crafted by John Restaino
leading out of the Show Room.

Benjamin Moore donated paint for the walls
which was developed with Colonial Williamsburg
to match the color of 18th Century white wash.
Joe Wiggington, the owner of Panhandle Paints,
the local Benjamin Moore distributor, pitched
in to help put the paint on the walls. Joe, an
experienced painting contractor, applied the
paint with a 4” box brush using a fan brush
stroke, as it would have been done at the time the
room was built.
The Historic Structures Report completed in 2017
showed that the trim in the Show Room had been
painted gray. Dr. Susan Buck, a historic paint
specialist in Williamsburg, Virginia, provided
that analysis. We asked Dr. Buck to review the
A yellow pine floor has been installed
in the Show Room.
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samples she took from the room to give us a better idea of the shade of gray used. She was able to
identify the specific shade as “lead gray” and Benjamin Moore is able to match the color precisely.
With the restored brick masonry, reproduction window, door, chair rails and floor and original paint
colors on the walls and trim, the room should look exactly as it did when Charles Washington first
walked into it. This has been made possible by a grant from the Bee Line Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution.

Stone Kitchen

I

n late May, Board members Bill Senseney and Chet Hines, along with other volunteers, laid a new
brick floor in the stone kitchen. We had removed the 20th Century brick and stone floor and Dr.
Charles Hulse had conducted a limited archaeological review of the exposed earth. The new floor is
single course brick, laid on sand.
Final painting is now underway in the stone kitchen, which will bring that restoration project to
completion. Again, Benjamin Moore and Joe Wiggington of Panhandle Paints have donated both paint
and time to help us get this job done, using the paint developed by Benjamin Moore and Colonial
Williamsburg to replicate the look of 18th Century whitewash. The important restoration of the
stone kitchen and smoke house has been made possible by the generosity of Bob and Tia McMillan, of
Shepherdstown.

Board member Bill Senseney works on laying a new brick floor in
the stone kitchen.
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The new brick floor in the stone kitchen has been finished.
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APPALACHIAN CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL

A

s previously noted, Happy Retreat was
honored to be selected by the Appalachian
Chamber Music Festival as a site for two events
during its inaugural season. On August 18, a full
day of master classes was held at Happy Retreat.
In the morning, 12 high school violin, viola and
cello students came from Virginia and Maryland
as well as Jefferson County to work with eight
internationally acclaimed musicians. The classes
were repeated in the afternoon for adults. Each
session ended with ensemble performances by
the students, held in the formal parlors.
In keeping with the Festival’s name, a special
feature of each session was a lesson in Appalachian
Mountain fiddling taught by Charles Town
musician and teacher Dave Asti.
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On Sunday, August 22, the final concert of the
Festival took place on the back lawn at Happy
Retreat. Over 80 people attended, many drawn
not only from West Virginia, but from Virginia,
Maryland and Pennsylvania as well. The
concert was titled “John Brown’s Body” and the
program included works that contained musical
references to that Civil War era song and other
works evocative of that history. A highlight of
the concert was the performance of Stephen
Snowden’s “Appalachian Postcards” conducted
by the composer. As a preface to the concert,
Dr. James Broomall, Director of the George Tyler
Moore Civil War Center at Shepherd University,
spoke about the life of John Brown and the many
different ways in which he has been viewed by
history.
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HISTORY AT IT’S BEST

A

“Keeping it in the Family Series”
By Marjorie Gaestel, Happy Retreat Historian

nd the beat goes on, the heartbeat that is. The Friends
of Happy Retreat are happy to introduce you to a new
Happy Retreat ancestor, Jesse David Washington.
Jesse David Washington, son of Samuel Thornton
Washington, was born in Kanawha County, West Virginia
in 1833 and he eventually settled in West Plains, Missouri.
His wife was Sarah Marie Bateman.
Jesse’s grandfather was Samuel Washington, son of Charles
and Mildred Washington.
This makes Jesse the great grandson of Charles and Mildred.
He is the second great grandfather of Craig Washington
of Missouri and third great grandfather to Craig’s three
sons, Ian, Evan and Eric. Craig Washington reached out to Jesse David Washington and Sarah Maria Bateman 1857
Friends of Happy Retreat early this year and said he was
Jesse David Washington is the son of
related to our Charles and Mildred. So out comes Burke’s
Samuel Thornton Washington.
Presidential Peerage, a book of American Presidents and
their descendants. Craig’s father, Robert Dean Washington,
was the last entry under Jesse David Washington.
The fun thing about being the Historian of Happy Retreat,
you get to find this kind of history. By 1850 Jesse David
and his parents left Kanawha County, West Virginia, and
moved West to Arkansas. Jesse’s family lived next door to
his twin uncles George Fayette Washington and Francis A.
Washington, Sr.
Included with this article is part of the 1850 US Census record
showing this family connection. It shows the three brothers
Samuel Thornton Washington, George Fayette Washington
and Francis Augustine Washington, Sr. ,the sons of Samuel
Washington, living next to one another in Des Arc, White
County, Arkansas. George Fayette Washington and Francis
Augustine Washington, Sr. were twins. All three brothers
were farmers. We know Francis A. Washington, Sr. and his
family returned to Putnam County, West Virginia, before
1860. Francis is ancestor to our Board Member Kenn A.
Miller. Sometimes the world is not as big as we think.

Francis Augustine Washington, Jr. and Lucy J. Walters
in 1868 Francis A. Washington, Jr. is the son of
Frances A. Washington, Sr. brother of Samuel Thornton.

There is a lot more to this story that I will have for you in
our next issue of “Rising Sun”.
“Keeping it in the Family Series” is new to our Rising Sun Newsletter. I have had some interesting people
contact me about their Washington Ancestors. It’s wonderful to hear from these new family members
and their connections to the Washingtons. If you think you have this connection please contact me
through our Web Site or Face Book site and I will get back to you and help you make your connection.
Marjorie Gaestel
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More History at It’s Best on Page 6
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History at It’s Best continued

1850 U.S. CENSUS
DES ARC, White County Arkansas
205200 George F. Washington (twin)
206201 Francis Washington (twin)
207202 Samuel Thornton Washington
Jesse Washington
A page from the 1850 U.S. Census of Des Arc, White
County, Arkansas, listing the twin brothers George
F. Washington and Francis Washington, Sr., his
son Francis Washington, Jr., their brother Samuel
Thornton Washington and his son Jesse Washington.

MORE HISTORY AT IT’S BEST
I, along with fellow Board members Walter
Washington and Randy Hilton, recently met
with William Binkley, a descendant of the
Conklyn Family. The Conklyns were owners
of Happy Retreat from 1920 to 1945. At that
time, our Happy Retreat was still called
Mordington from the old Judge Douglass Days.
Mr. Binkley brought
to
the
meeting
several old photos
and a lot of memories
from his family
photo albums.
Charles
Magnus
Conklyn and his
brother J.P. Conklyn
(Ren)
purchased
Happy
Retreat
in 1920 from the
Mitchell Family.
William Binkley – the great
grandson of Bessie W. C. Bane,
sister of C. Magnus and J.P.
Conklyn
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We
know
from
writings of local
historian Charlotte
Fairbairn,
the
brothers
built
some of the finest

furniture available in our area at Happy
Retreat. According to Mr. Binkley, their
workshop was located on the second floor of
the east wing. C. Magnus Conklyn also did
skilled architectural work and drafting that
can still be seen in the well-designed garage on
the Happy Retreat property. The cornerstone
of the garage bears
the name CONKLYN.
Brother Ren Conklyn
was an artist and
one of his paintings
can be seen in the
front hall at Happy
Retreat
thanks to
the generosity of
Board Member Bill
Senseney
More photos will
eventually
be
viewable in Happy
Retreat’s new Show Room.

Charles Magnus Conklyn
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FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
We repeat the popular outdoor
Christmas Tree lighting
program we did last year. We
will not be holding our indoor
Christmas Open House.

A very special thank you to John Restaino for his donation
of the masterfully crafted door which now graces the Show
Room and to Benjamin Moore and to Joe Wiggington, the
owner of Panhandle Paints, for their donation of paint
and to Joe for his labor and guidance in the restoration of
the Store Room and the Stone Kitchen.

Volunteers Needed!
The pandemic has sharply curtailed our activities at Happy Retreat through the end of the
year. We look forward to plans for next year. We are in constant need of volunteers both to
help at our events and to serve as docents in the house. If you are interested, please return
the form on the back page indicating your interest, or call us at (304) 724-7956, or email us at
volunteer@happyretreat.org. Volunteers are crucial to the success of everything we do at
Happy Retreat. Please consider becoming part of our volunteer team. Thank you!

BOARD of DIRECTORS

Walter Washington
President

Richard Seckinger
Treasurer

J. Randolph Hilton
Vice- President

Marjorie Gaestel
Historian/Archivist

Chris Cox
Margie Fithian
Georgia Gessler
Chet Hines
William Jackson
Kenn Miller
William Senseney
Robin Huyett Thomas
Michael Tolbert
Matt Ward

T

he name “Rising Sun” is taken from the Rising Sun Tavern in Fredericksburg,
Virginia. The tavern is located in the house built by Charles Washington in
1760 and where he lived before he moved to Happy Retreat. The house became a
tavern in 1792. It is now owned and operated by the Washington History Museums.
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PLEASE HELP SUPPORT the RESTORATION of HAPPY RETREAT
Name
Address

City					 State

Zip Code

Email
Here is My Donation: o$100 o$50 o$25 Other
oYes, I would like to volunteer to help Friends of Happy Retreat
Mail Check Payable to: Friends of Happy Retreat, P.O. Box 1427, Charles Town, WV 25414
(Friends of Happy Retreat is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

